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Appln. No. 10/559,805 

Amendment dated December 22, 2006 

Reply to Office Action mailed June 27, 2006 

Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in 
the Application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A device for detachably holding a transverse rod (7) 
supported by at least two supporting arms (3,3), i n wh i ch comprising 

a) the supporting arms (3,3) ,each of the supporting arms (3,3) including a first 
end (31) and a second end (30) and being, afe fixed detachably or p o rmanontly in a 
supporting structure (1 ,2) by way of tbeif the first end (31 ); 

b) the tr a nsv e rs e rod (7) i s i nt e nd e d for susp e nd i ng hang e rs, i n p a rticu l ar cloth e s 
hangers; and 

c) the h a ngors aro i nt e nd e d for suspend i ng articl e s, in part i cu l ar i t o ms of 
clothing, and c a n b o froo l y disp la c e d on th o transv e rse rod (7); 

d) b) connection means for receiving the transverse rod (7) afe ,the connection 
means being arranged at the second end (30) of each supporting arm (3,3), this the 
second end projecting into the a room, charact e r i z e d in that e) the connection means \s-of 
having a fork-shaped design with an opening for receiving the cross section of the 
transverse rod (7) and partially e nc l os e s enclosing the transverse rod (7) while clamping it 
the transverse rod (7), the connection means (5,6) comprising: 

ba)an adaptor (5) attached to the second end (30) of the supporting arm (3,3); 

and 
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bc)an insert (6) sized and shaped so as to be fitted onto the adaptor (5) and 
producing elastic clamping forces, 

the insert (6) extending radially over more than half the circumference of the 
transverse rod (7) and has an opening, and, when the transverse rod (7) is inserted, the 
insert (6) first widens and then narrows, whereby an inserted transverse rod (7) is 
supported from below while being clamped, 

the adaptor (5) comprising a basic body (50) and including an arcuate cutout (51 ) 
with a through-passage direction (R) situated transversely to the supporting arm (3,3) and 
axially to the secured transverse rod (7); a first upwardly extending prong (54) passing on 
one side round the cutout (51 ) and including a first free upper end, and a second upwardly 
extending prong (54) passing on an opposite side round the cutout (51) and including a 
second free upper end; and a first lug (52) continuing at the first free, upper end of the 
prong (54), and a second lug (52) continuing at the second free, upper end of the prong 
(54), the first and second lugs being directed toward one another and into the cutout (51 ); 

the insert (6) having a half-shell shape and including two ends (60,61) 
projecting into the room and leaving between the two ends (60, 61 ) the opening; a curved 
inner face (63) and a curved outer face (64); a groove (65) extending circularly on the outer 
face (64), terminating at a distance in front of the ends (60,61 ) and sized and shaped so as 
to partially receive the adaptor (5); and a first aperture (62) present at one end of the 
groove (65) and sized and shaped so as to engage the first lug (52), and a second aperture 
(62) present at the opposite end of the groove (65) and sized and shaped so as to engage 
the second lug (52) , 
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2. (Currently Amended) The device as claimed in Claim 1 , wherein charact e r i z e d 
i n that th o conn o ction moans (5,6) compris e s: 

a) a n a daptor (5) attach e d to or i nt e gra ll y formed on th o second e nd (30) of th e 

suppo r t i n g a rm (3,3), for e xamp le by w o lding, machin i ng or non cutt i ng sh a p i ng; 

b) an i n se rt (6) wh i ch i s to bo f i tt e d onto tho adaptor (5), the insert cons i sting consists 

of elastic material , for e xamp le po l yc a rbon a t e , a nd/or produc i ng e la stic clamp i ng 
forc e s by boing provid e d w i th spr i ng olemonts; i n which arrang e m e nt 

e) th e support i ng arm (3,3) m a y, for e x a mp le , cons i st of cross - s e ction a l l y round, 

tubu l ar or flat mat e r i al . 

3. (Currently Amended) The device as claimed in Claim 1 wherein e^-2r 
c h aract e r i z e d in th a t th e i ns e t (6) 

a) has a n open i ng of span (a) wh i ch oxtonds ov e r tho upp o r r e g i on a nd, when 
i ns e rt i ng th e transv e rs e rod (7), f i rst w i d e ns a nd th e n narrows ag ai n, wh e r e by an i ns e rt e d 
transv e rs e rod (7) is supported from b el ow whi lo bo i ng clamped; and b) e xtends radia l ly 
ever — more — than — half — the — c i rcumf e r e nc e — of — the — transv e rs e — rod — (7)r 
the transverse rod (7) has a distance (d), the lugs (52) on the adaptor (5) being arranged at 
a distance (d) which corresponds to the diameter (d) of the transverse rod (7), thereby, in 
the assembled state, with insert (6) included, the transverse rod (7) inserted into the 
adaptor (5) lies in a clamped-in manner between the lugs (52) so as to secure against 
rotation. 
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4. (Currently Amended) The device as claimed in Claim 1 , wherein on o of cl a ims 
1 to 3, charact e r i z e d i n that a) th e adaptor (5) compr i s e s a bas i c body (50) and h a s: a a) an 
a r cuat o c utout (51) w i th a through passage d i r e ct i on (R) s i tuated transvers el y to th e 
support i ng arm (3,3) and ax iall y to th e s e cur e d tr a nsv e rs e rod (7); a b) an upw a rdly 
extending prong (5 4 ) passing on o on o ach sid o round tho cutout (51); and ac) a lug (52) 
cont i nu i ng at oach of tho fr oo , upp o r e nds of the prongs (5 4 ), the l ugs boing d i r o ct o d 
tow a rd one anoth e r and i nto th e cutout (51 ); a nd b) th e i ns e rt (6) is an el em e nt of ha l f - sh el l 
sh a p e i n pr i nc i p le and has: b a ) two o nds (60,61) wh i ch project into th o room and le av e 
b e tw ee n th o rn th o op e n i ng w i th th e sp a n (a); bb) a curv e d i nn o r faco (63) and a curv e d 
out o r fac o (6 4 ); be) a groove (65) which extends c i rcu la rly on th o out o r fac o (6 4 ), 
t e rm i n a t e s at a d i stance i n front of th o o nds (60,61 ) and is intended for part i al l y r e ceiv i ng 
th o adaptor (5); and bd) an ap e rtur e (62) pros o nt at ea ch of tho t e rm i nations of th o groov e 

and i nt e nd e d for the e ngag e m e nt of the [y§s (S2)r 

a) a groove (53) is present at the bottom of the cutout (51) of the adaptor (5); 

and 

b) a raised rib (66) runs in the groove (65) of the insert (6) and, when the insert 
(6) is fitted on, comes to lie in the groove (53) in the adaptor (5). 

5. (Currently Amended) The device as claimed in Claim 1. wherein on o of claims 
1 to 4 , charact e riz e d in that, a) the l ugs (52) on the adaptor (5) ar e arranged in pr i ncipl e at 
a distanc e (d) which corr e sponds to tho diam o t o r (d) of tho transv e rs e rod (7); a s a r e su l t of 
w hi ch b) i n th e as s e mb le d st a t e , w i th i ns e rt (6) inc l ud e d, a transv e rse rod (7) i ns e rt e d i nto 
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th e a daptor (5) comos to l i o in a c l ampod in manner b o tw o on tho lugs (52) so a s to socur o 
a ga i nst rotat i on. 

a) the supporting structure (1,2) comprises a panel wall (1) mounted 
permanently in a building, having securing means (2) mounted thereon; 

b) the securing means (2) are formed by profiled vertical rails; 

c) the supporting arms (3,3) are provided at the first end (31 ) with a connecting 

piece (4) which is intended to be detachably fastened in the securing means (2). 

6 to 11. (Canceled) 
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